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- and Russia 


KNEW it would happen. 


According to Mr. Richard Law, 


Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs, we are going to be nice 


to Russia. 


This decision, be it noted, is not one of those 


cynical affairs based entirely on expediency, as in the case of 


the late M. Darlan. 


Nor it is one of those agreements such as that between M. Stalin and 
General Sikcrski. These two rulers have given a pledge to be friendly 
until victory. There is no pledge beyond that. Our decision to be nice to 


Russia is for after the war. 


Mr. Law iis undoubtedly speaking 
for the Foreign Office. In the cir- 
cumstances he is more than the mouth- 
piece of that august body—he is the 
mouthpiece of what the late Mr. 
Cunninghame Grakam called “God’s 
Englishman.” Moreover it is God’s 
Englishman speaking’ in the accents 
of Mr, Palmerston, when addressing, 
say, Greece or Chinese Boxers. 


Results will probably show that 
after victory Russia will consider her- 
self in quite a different position from 
that occupied by Greece or China 
when Palmerston had finished with 
them, But the virtue of being God’s 
Englishman is that it takes no notice 
of circumstances. It just is God’s 
Englishman. 


This virtue was exhibited very 
strikingly at Casablanca. By a 
coincidence, Mrs. Hemans chose to 
give one of our school child heroes the 
same name, Had that boy been 
reared in the Palmerston tradition, a 
different story would have to be told. 

Faced with a fire he could do little 
to quench, the boy merely stood on 
the burning deck. Not so Mr. 
Churchill. Faced with a fire which 
he could do very little to quench, he 
intirmmated, ithat ‘he would trefu'se to 
treat with the fire until it surrendered 
unconditionally. 


While the fire still rages, the place 
of honour on the burning deck has 
‘been unselfishly allocated to Russia. 
And thus the two great decisions 
merge into one—the fire must sur- 
render unconditionally and, according 
to Mr. Law we are to be kind to Casa- 
bianea, provided, of course, he puts 
the fire out- 


Fear of Bolshevism 


But let Mr. Law speak for himself, 
as his statement covers the past, 
present, and the future. He says: 

During the 20 years between the last war 
and this, Germany played upon the fear of 

Bolshevism to a ‘considerable extent. That 

was why she_was able to get away with 

murder for so long. 

Thus is 20 years’ history summed 
up by God’s Englishman. Those 
strenuous years when Mr. Law’s party 
fought against the nationalization of 
women, birth control clinics in 
churches, and the wholesale slaughter 
of Russian priests. All that was due 
to Germany’s fear of Bolshevism. 

When we sent armies to destroy 
Lenin’s revolution, we were doing’ it 
so that Germany would not require 
to live in the shadow of fear. When 
Mr. Churchill was telling us of bloody 
baboons, and double-dyed butchers, he 
was talking that way to still the 
fluttering fears of the Germans. 
When Mr. Baldwin talked of Stalin’s 
Five Year Plan “stabbing at our 
vitals” he was really concerned for 
German trade. 

God’s Englishman had always really 
loved the revolution. Even when 
Koltchak’s corpse train wended its 


way slowly across Russia, it was only’ 


doing so as part of the crusade for 
Democracy. 

At any rate, whatever the causes 
which drove us to try to crush the 
Revolution, we have decided to forgive 
Russia for any harm we did her whilst 
under the influence of German pyro- 


paganda. Mr. Law says so. He takes 
the long view and says: 

If we and the other nations of Western 
Europe fail to have an adequate understand- 
ing ef Russia after the war you will find 
exactly the same thing ‘happening again— 
Russia will withdraw beyond her frontiers 
and she will become a tremendous question 
mark. 

Is not our duty clear? If Germany 
is defeated, even Mr. Law must know 
it will be due to Russian effort. 

When Russia has achieved victory 
she will be the strongest Power in 
Europe. And in the hour of victory 
what will the victor do? Stalin will 
at once come to God’s Englishmen 
and will say: 

Please, please do not misunderstand 
me again. “I would like to be allowed 
always fo join in your games and 
frolics. F cannot, of course, expect 
to be treated as an equal, but please 
do not send armies to invade kts or 
break of trading relations, or dismiss 
Arcos. If you do any of these things, 
I will withdraw behind my frontiers 
and beeome a tremendous question 
mark. 


A Simple Message 


And that is how Mr. Law and, pre- 
sumably, the Foreign Office see the 
future. It is a simple message for 
simple people. 

Unfortunately it was delivered, not 
to a group of church dignitaries, who 
can be made to believe an anything 
except the Sermon on the Mount, but 
to leaders of discussion groups spon- 
sored by the Directorate of Army 
Education. It would be a_ horrible 
thought if some of these NCOs had 
actually read the thesis of the Third 
International. 

Some of them may have followed 
the discussions which Jed to the break 
between Stalin and Trotsky, and 
finally Stalin’s break with all the old 
guard of Bolshevism. And in none 
of these discussions did M. Stalin 
advocate the permanent abandonment 
of the doctrines of Marx and Lenin- 
“Socialism in. one country” was not 
the end of world revolutionary agita- 
tion—it was advocated as the only 
means of making world proletarian 
revolution possible. 


Matter of Adjustment 


But God’s Englishman knows 
nothing of this and would not care 
anyway- A nation which can adapt 
and adjust God to its various crusades 
has no reason to fear that Stalin will 
be less flexible than God. 

Visits from Churchill and Beaver- 
brook, which would have made Lenin 
see more and more the need for world 
revolution, have apparently had the 
opposite effect on M. Stalin. In any 
case, why should God’s Englishmen at 
the Foreign Office worry? Let the 
next generation of conscripts do the 
worrying, 

For if Stalin does not grow up in 
our image it will be our duty as God’s 
Englisbmen to launch a_ crusade 
against him. In the heaven-ordained 
order of events Germany will be the 
second strongest Power in Europe and, 
therefore, our friend and ally. 

God’s Englishmen will then be able 
to explain that Russia, through fear 
of Germany, had played upon our 
tender feelings so that Russia “could 
get away with murder” between the 
end of this war and the beginning of 
the next... 


-and 


T seems strange, though the senti- 
ment is probably shared by many 
Englishmen, that the end of 

Gandhi’s fast stould be hailed in these 
words: 

“Gandhi has survived the rather cheap 
publicity ‘stunt’ which masqueraded as an 
act of ‘high religious devotion. Attempts 
have been made to represent as evidence of 
‘sublime courage’ what was in fact nothing 
but a plain imposture. If Gandhi had really 
courted death, his proceedings might at least 
have merited a certain degree of respect. 
He did nothing of the kind... The fast was 
a worldly device to rescue Gandhi from the 
obscurity in which he has languished since 
his detention, and the Congress Party from 
the impotence to which the strong action of 
the Government has reduced it’ (Telegraph. 
Mar. 4). 

As an explanation, it does not 
square with the facts. Gandhi was 
not: languishing in obscurity, though 
probably the Government desired that 
he should be. Before his fast he was 
much in the public eye, even here in 
England; much more so, indubitably, 
in India. TI see no reason to interpret 
Gandhi’s action in any otker sense 
than that to be derived from reading 
the correspondence between the Vice- 
roy and himself. 


Conservative India Policy 


Et is the chief organ of the Conser- 

vative Party that dismisses the 
fast as a publicity stunt inspired by 
Hollywood. It must not be forgotten 
that Mr. Churchill, though he is the 
accepted leader of the nation in de- 
fensive war, is the leader of the Con- 
servative Party in domestic and im- 
perial policy. There is only too much 
reason, in his past record, to suppose 
that he shares the sentiments of the 
Telegraph regarding Gandhi. It is 
a temptingly easy part to play—that 
of the strong man calling the pitiful 
bluff of the half-naked fakir; but un- 
less the temptation is resisted, Mr. 
Churchill will go down to history as 
the wrecker of the Empire he pro- 
fessed to save. He would be wise to 
listen to the words of Mr. Rajago- 
palachari: 

“Good will is dying fast in India. Bitter- 
ness is increasing beyond repair among all 
classes of Indian people... The Govern- 
ment of England has since the 18th century 
been more or less continuously in the grip 
of a small Conservative clique which holds 
the real power. Public opinion influences 
policy only when a Government is unpopular 
and fears defeat... Your Government thinks 
India does not count” (N, Chronicle, Mar. 
4). 


THE LONG VIEW 


WHETHER in response to my ex- 

hortation a fortnight®ago, or for 
other reasons, Peace News readers 
have pulled themselves together this 
week. Hearty thanks to them for 
their effort. I know well that to many 
the idea of an independent and co- 
operative press after the war seems 
rather remote. I wish I could bring 
it nearer, if only in imagination. 

I can de no more than avow my 
conviction that pacifists in this war 
are in duty bound te take the long 
view. Their problem will be how to 
defend the vital human freedoms in 
a_semi-totalitarian society. Their 
mission is to think and act ahead for 
that society. And I know of no more 
solidly constructive purpose than the 
establishment of an independent co- 
operative press for the propaganda 
of peace—true peace, on a solid basis 
—propaganda wherein the end is 
implicit in the means. 

Contributions since Mar. 1: 
Total to date: £4,210 9s. 3d. 

THE EDITOR 

Please make cheques etc. payable to Peace 


News Ltd., and address them to the Account- 
ant, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


£41 2s, 8d. 


“God’s Englishmen” 


India 


PACIFIST COMMENTARY 


EDITED BY “OBSERVER” 


THE British Government is called 

to deal with the most delicate of 
all matters—the psychology not so 
much of a nation as of a civilization. 
Granted that that civilization has 
relatively few conscious members, the 
fact remains that in its conscious 
members it feels profoundly humili- 
ated. The final prase of humiliation 
began with the British Government 
declaring India at war without the 
pretence of consultation. But the 
humiliation goes back for years be- 
yond that. An Englishman who had 
spent much of his life in India onee 
said to me that he had never met an 
educated Indian who bad not, at least 
once in his life, suffered intolerable 
insult from an Englishman. That 
sheds more light on the true situation 
than booksful of statistics. 

For such a situation there is only 
one remedy: an act of generosity, 
springing from an imaginative repen- 
tance. Jt need not be quixotic, but it 
must be sincere. Therefore it must 
be unconditional. Once the problem 
is seen in these simple terms, I do not 
believe the generous gesture would be 
impossible to discover. To release 
Gandhi for the definite purpose of 
agreeing on a practical form of in- 
dependent national government with 
other Indian leaders, with the assur- 
ance that all his efforts would have 
behind them the good will and: sym- 
pathy of Britain—that surely is no 
mighty risk to take, in view of what 
is at stake. 


What Future ? 


MR. Henry Wallace, USA Vice- 
*"™ President, in a speech on Mar. 
8, forecast the future in unusually 
outspoken terms. If mass-unemploy- 
ment continued after the war, “the 
only question would be whether the 
Prussian or tke Marxian doctrine 
would take us over first”. World-war 
No. 3 would be certain, if Prussia is 
allowed to re-arm materially or psy- 
chologically; probable if we fail to 
prove that we can furnish full em- 
ployment; inevitable if the western 
democracies and Russia fail to come 
to a satisfactory understanding be- 
fore the war ends. 

“Without a close and trustful under- 
standing between Russia and the United 
States, there is grave probability of Russia 
and Germany sooner or later making com- 
mon cause.” 

But what is to be the basis of this 
trustful understanding with Russia? 
Has anyone thought up a policy of 
full employment which does not in- 
volve totalitarian control—permanent 
industrial conscription? - 


Fruits of Russian Victory 


HE open repudiation by the 
~ Russian Government of Poland’s 
elaim to her 1939 frontiers is an event 
of major importance in tke history 
of the war. It is the beginning of the 
realization, on tre plane of politics, 
of the consequences of the successful 
Russian defence against Germany. 
Only the wilfully blind could fail to 
see that if Russia did defend herself 
successfully against Germany, at this 
climacteric, the political consequences 
would be no less prodigious and rev- 
olutionary than they would have been 
if Germany shad defeated Russia. 
Differently prodigious, differently 
revolutionary, no doubt; but, from 
the point of view of traditional Brit- 
ish policy in Europe, one revolution 
is as bad as another. 

Now at last Mr. Eden will under- 
stand why German propaganda 
played up the Russian successes, not 
(Continued on page 2) 
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Food for 
Thought 


proon, says a very important 

article in The Economist 
(Feb 20), “is the principal concern of 
all the people living between | the 
Bosporus and the Hindu Kush.” It 
is the principal concern, alas, of many 
millions in Europe, too. Fhe differ- 
ence is that it always is the main 
concern of the peoples of the Middle 
East and India. At best, those 
countries barely produce enough to 
live on. When there is a universal 
war, as there is today, when uncer- 
tainty of the future becomes extreme, 
as it is today, the instinct to hoard 
food takes control. The peasant 
cultivator clings to it, and parts 
with his surplus only at prices which 
make it prohibitive to the non-pro- 
ducer. The dealer, the food specu- 
lator, and above all the big landowner, 
all utterly devoid of any sense of duty 
to the community, make monstrous 
profits out of the black market. In 
‘order to stimulate it, they encourage. 
the rumours of famine. 

Consider two facts. Last summer 
King Farouk of Egypt sold the wheat 
from his estates to the Government 
at the fixed price. Not one of the 
great landowners followed suit. The 

_ Regent of Irak didi the same; with the 
same result. It follows that the 
whole of the home-produced food in 
these Eastern countries goes on to 
the black market. The apparatus of 
government necessary for price-con- 
tro] of food-rationing does not exist. 
Eastern officials have always been 
eorrupt. An official position 1s recog- 
nized as the opportunity fow extortion. 


People forget that the modern 
State is an invention of the last 
hundred years. It depends upon the 
“existence of a large body of con- 
scientious and honest officials, such 
as did not exist in the world between 
the later Roman Empire and the mid- 
nineteenth century. The greatest civil 
servants in 17th century England, 
like Samuel Pepys, were corrupt. Yet 
even the fiercest critic of our contem- 
porary bureaucracy does not accuse 
it of being dishonest. 

The primitive economies of the 
Middle East, with their rudimentary 
and corrupt State organizations, have 
been swept into the vortex of this 
terrible war. The main responsibility 
for the misery that has befallen them 
lies upon Britain. For example, we 
bkave taken part-control of Persia. We 
have monopolized its railway, pre- 
empted its communications, so that 
food cannot easily be moved from one 
part of the country to another. But, it 
may be said, we have paid high wages 
to the Persians we employ. That 
merely adds to the misery of the 
people. High wages mean, in these 
primitive countries, new pressure on 
the food supply. Without our own 
elaborate and efficient apparatus of 
Tationing of food and other necessi- 
ties, high wages are absorbed in the 
black market, which grows blacker. 
The poor devil who is not an actual 
producer starves. 


That is, roughly, the picture of the 
Middle East given by The Economist. 
If it contains no food for Persian 
bellies, it has plenty for British 
thought. 

For one thing, in this grim light, the 
Nationalist politics of the Middle East appear 
as the sham they are. The nationalism is 
false, because the national community does 
not exist. Democracy is a mockery, because 
it is only a means to get control of the state- 
apparatus for extortion. The only middle- 
Eastern country which can put in a claim to 
nationhood is Turkey: largely because Turkey 
is a atern dictatorship. Not even the Turks 
can carry through a system of rationing; but 
they can do the next best thing—impose a 
capital levy of 50%. 

How is the Middle East outside Turkey to 
be“ dealt with, praetically, except by making 
it a part of some efficient system? The 
choice is between the USSR and the British 
Empire, unless some new form of super- 
national administration is evolved. In or- 
ganizing primitive peoples for their awn good, 
what honest man can doubt that Soviet Russia 
is a whole dimension in advance of the Brit- 
ish Empire? 


Alliance Disintegrating 


down. “Understandings” ‘with the 
new Russia will cost as muck as “un- 
derstandings” with the new Germany. 
They are not, and cannot be, under- 
standings between equals. Sic volo, 
sic jubeo—‘Thus I will, thus I com- 
mand”— is the language of the part- 
ner, whether to “appeasement” or 
Anglo-Russian rapprochement. The 
dream that Germany and _ Russia 
would simply grind themselves to 
pieces is just a dream. 


Whirligig of Time 


“ZS the Grand Alliance’, asks The Econo- 

mist (Mar. 6), “really being pushed, how- 
ever gradually, down the path to disintegra- 
tion—long before the military issue has been 
decided ?? Not for me to answer the question. 
I merely point out that this Grand AHiance 
is an alliance between incompatibles. There 
ure cases innumerable of ad hoc military com- 
binations in history. But they are all irrele- 
vant. This is a case of ad hoc combination 
with a very great revolutionary power. If 
Russia can “take it” from Germany, as she 
has proved she can, then the situation immedi- 
ately becomes one in which not Russia is pull- 
ing the chestnuts out of the fire for Britain, 
but Britain for Russia. 

It is a neat revenge from the whirligig of 
time. In 1914-17 Russia played the role as- 
signed to her, and the price she paid for 
doing so was the misery and grandeur of a 
colossal revolution. Now, having been as- 
signed the same role by our sapient statesmen, 
onee more she pays the old price in_immedi- 
ate suffering. The price is paid. But how 
different will be the aftermath! Russia is no 
fly to walk into Mr. Churchill’s parlour now. 
She is a spider in her own right, and a much 
bigger one than we. It is our turn for the 
misery and perhaps for the grandeur of revo- 
lution. We may do many curious things yet 
to wriggle out of our destiny. Conceivably, 
the question may soon be: Who will make 
peace with Germany first? Russia or Britain? 


A British Policy Needed 


Mv ISGIVINGS of this kind are plainly 
ae troubling The Observer (Mar. 7), There 
is a note of urgency, almost of desperation, 
in its appeal that Britain should take . the 
initiative in propounding a coherent policy 
for Europe based on: 

(1) Justice. “Justice demands that we have 
no dealings either with the Nazis or their 
collaborators” 5 

(2) Democracy. “No dictators will be toler- 
ated and all honest democrats will have our 


backing”; ‘ 
(3) Federation. “The choice for Europe is 

unity or death.” Significantly, Gen. Sikor- 
ski is singled out as the moving advocate 
of European unity, which thus takes on the 
appearance of a defensive federation vis-a- 
vis Russia. 
Thus, the Jeading article. 
the same page, the  difficuities. 


t 


Elsewhere on 
Gen. 


> A PACIFIST COMMENTARY 
¢ (Continued from page one) 


Giraud is “a fervent believer in the corporate 
State’; but Gen. de Gaulle is hardly’ any 
better. Both have Caesarist ambitions; con- 
sequently unity between them is as far off as 
ever. 

“The familiar problem is equally acute in 
Italy, where there is no lack of claimants 
for the office of turneoat-in-chief. If we go 
further east to Yugoslavia and Greece we 
shall find the problem even more serious. 
Here we come into conflict not only with local 
interest but also with movements having the 
diplomatic support of the Soviet Union.” 

“Into conflict”? An odd word in the con- 
text. What is really in The Observer’: mind? 
Since it is insistent on the need for a second 
front, I conelude that the idea is one not 
infrequently mooted in USA. A two-faced 
second front: offensive against Germany and 
defensive against Russia. 


The Political War 


THE Observer is interesting evidence, if no 
more. But the impasse of which it 
desperately seeks a solution is real. The 
moment that the military defeat of Germany 
has become a practical possibility, the political 
incoherence of the forces that are to inflict 
defeat upon her becomes manifest. The prob- 
lem is intricate indeed. Shalt we, or shall we 
not, do all within our power to aid Russia to 
infiict a quick defeat on Germany? Ponder 
that problem from the point of view of the 
British Foreign Office and see how thorny it 
is. How much better (in the abstract) it 
would be to delay things, if and when the 
point of military equipoise between Russia 
and Germany is reached, so that Britain’s in- 
fluence may be decisive And there is that 
Mer. Spellman-—happy name!—at the Vatican. 
No friend of the Bolsheviks he. 


No wonder Russia does not trust Britain, 
nor Britain Russia. No wonder, either, that 
the German propaganda campaign for the de- 
fence of a united Europe against Bolshevism 
is having effect. Ominous language is being 
used by the more thoughtful press. “It be- 
gins to look as though the Germans have won 
2 round in their political offensive...The 
Nazis’ political compaign can still (sic) be 
utterly defeated. But, if it is not, the United 
Nations may lose the war, let alone the peace” 
(Economist, Mar. 6). 


In the Void 


HE unuttered question which lurks (only 
just) below the surface of this pertur- 
bation is: How can the United Nations win 
the war? Russia may win it, Britain and 
USA might win tt. But the United Nations 
hardly, for the plain reason that, in spite of 
all the ballyhoo and the treaties, they are 


not united. As far as I am aware. Mr. 
Churchill, in his concentration on military 
victory, has never given the crucial problem 


of what will happen on the way to victory a 
thought. If he has. no evidence of his medi- 
tation has reached the public. As for Par- 
liament, pre-occupied with catering and 
Beveridge, it is merely ‘ta mote to trouble 
the mind’s eye.” 


Yet what is the fact? We have rejected the 
Nazi unification of Europe; we reject the 
Russian unification of Europe: but we have 
not the faintest idea of how to unify Europe 
ourselves. In ihe void left by the combination 
of our political ignorance and relative military 
impotence, the outlines of a Roman Catholic 
authoritarianism in Europe begin to emerge. 
That, we may guess, will not be anxious for 
a war to the bitter end against Germany; 
and now that Russia has plainly shown her 
hand about Poland, it) goes without saying 
that the Vatican will be doing all it ean to 
secure peace before all the trumps are in the 
hands of the Red Army. 


Straws in the Wind ? 


LL this becomes more significant if Mr. 
Laski's statement in the New Statex- 
man (Mar. 6) be correct. Discussing the pro- 
posals for superficial reform of the Foreign 
Office and Diplomatic Service he says: ‘It 
seems to be a special passport to admission 
to both (ns it is, indeed, even in such out- 
lying branches as Chatham House) to be a 
member of the Roman Catho}bie Church.” 

If that be so, we cannot expect the Foreign 
Office to have any enthusiasm for the Soviet- 
ization of a chunk of 1939 Poland; or much 
more for a revival of democracy in Europe, 
where democracy is French-revolutionary and 
anti-clerical, One may presume a good deal 
of sympathy at the Foreign Office for the iden 
of a Catholic-uuthoritarian Latin bloc. One 
may scent a possible analogy between Gen. 
Giraud with his native army and Gen. Franco 
with his Moors. 


Ioam not a judge between the three 
systems: Communist, anti-clerical Democratic. 
Catholic-Authoritarian. To my way of think- 
ing the good paints of each are overweighted 
by its bad ones. I merely observe straws 
which may show the way the wind is blowing. 


Finland’s Fate 


| eee has the best political system of 
any great Power, in my judgment. But 
the peasant-democracy of the Scandinavian 
nations is definitely superior. The more dis- 
turbed am I to discover that the Russian 
terms to Finland are “far more severe than 
popularly envisage@ hitherts.” The terms 
hitherto mooted in the British press were not 
severe. Unfortunately, they were imaginary. 


“Although the desire for peace is wide 
spread, the public has been given such an in- 
complete idea of the military situation that 
exaggerated ideas about the terms available 
still prevail. Indeed, ¢here is reason to believe 
that most of the 800 electors who came tu 
Helsinki for the presidential election were 
shocked to hear the facts, which had never 
ae them in the provinces’ (Times, Mar. 


tioned before (have I not?) that I have been 
told that the BBC permits no reference to 
the Atlantic Charter in broadcasts to Fin- 
land. Will not someone ask a question in 
Parliament about it? 


BILL GRINDLAY DONALD PORT 


RONALD SMITH 


HOWARD WHIITEN 


The Politics of Peace 


The long controversy provoked by the Peace News leader “Pacifism and 
Politics” indicates that this is a subject with which a large section of the 


Movement is preoccupied. 
This is as it should be. 


The pacifist cannot avoid making important 


politieal decisions, and the discovery of a coherent social philosophy is 
perhaps the most important task which the PPU has to face. 
We state here the basic principles accepted by four people who on some 


important issues differ profoundly. 


We believe thatethey are accepted by 


many others of our movement who, valuing tolerance and diversity as we 
do, are yet dogmatic on these points—that the pacifist cannot stand aloof 
from social realities, ‘and that the solution of the contemporary problem is 
not to be found in outmoded political orthodoxies. 


APITALIST society tends ‘to- 
wards war for two reasons. 
There is the simple economic 

fact that war solves the problem of 
that surplus value which in peace- 
time causes mass unemployment; and 
there is the psychological fact that 
the bond which holds this society of 
economie individualists together is 
not the human desire to co-operate but 
the practical compulsion to compete. 


Furthermore, it is now apparent 
that capitalism, which facilitated tre 
growth of political liberty, is incap- 
able of granting economic liberty to 
any but a small elite. These inherent 
evils of capitalism are condemned by 
our third Affirmation, in which is 
recognized “the increasing power of 
the existing social order to destroy 
the individual and prohibit real com- 
munity.” 

The solutions offered fall_into two 
broad categories. The division, which 
cuts aeross present party alignments, 
is between the retention and tke dis- 
solution in post-war Britain of war- 
time controls. 

The “planners” offer a measure of 
economie security at the price of 
political freedom, while the “free- 
traders” gloss over the economic 
slavery which has been the price of 
political liberty under the system 
they would attempt to restore, 

There is one group of reactionaries 
whose argument we are particularly 
concerned to refute. They attribute 


present evils almost exclusively to 
“International Finance”, 


We realize the responsibility which 
rests upon foreign lending for a great 
deal of suffering, but we recognize 
that it is a natural development of 
our acquisitive society and cannot be 
abolished without transforming that 


society. i 7 


The task of contemporary politics 
is the establishment of a free society, 
and it is in this, work that the pacifist 
must play his full part. Real politi- 
eal freedom is inseparable from eco- 
nomic freedom. 


To be economically free, men must 
plan and guide the use of their ser- 
vant, the machine; for unless they 
regain in time the positive human in- 
itiative in their communal affairs, 
they will have imposed upon them the 
totalitarian order of the machine, 
clean, efficient—and dead. 

This is not to say that capitalism must be 
planned. Planned capitalism is monopoly 
eapitalism, artificially creating the scarcity 
which is the necessary basis of its economy, 
unable to cure the mass-unemployment which 
ita economy creates, and escaping from the 
situation by war. 

Communal planning is possible only on a 
basis of the social ownership of the means 
of production and distribution—and to de- 
sire such ownership is Man's first step to- 
wards the conscious intention of controlling 
his own future. 

To claim that in human affairs initiative 
must depend upon the rewards of capitalist 
enterprise is to take an incredibly cynical 
view of human nature: if it were true, that 
initiative would be purchased at too high a 
price. A new incentive must be found—and 
it is latent in the creation of a planned and 
decentralized society, in which the sole 


criterion of economic and political organiza- 
tion is human need. 


There is in such a society no place for the 
profit motive which is the dynamic of capi- 
talism. Call it what you will, it woulg not 
be capitalist and could not be achieved by 
conservative policies. 


* * * 


The immediate task of the pacifist in the 
political field is to work for the cessation of 
hostilities by negotiation. Such activities as 
pacifist service and community experiments 
are valuable, but they cannot offset the mora) 
and physical spoliation caused by the war. 
Even the defence of civil liberties ang the 
marginal human values must take second 
place. Only when the war is ended wil] it 
be possible for the pacifist to move from a 
defensive position and co-operate in the ad- 
vocacy of positive reforms for society. 


We do not suggest that at the cessation of 
hostilities the pacifist will automatically he 
able to make an immediate contribution to the 
replanning of society. Thats will gepend upon 
many factors beyond his control, and also upon 
the political wisdom which has informed the 
whole of his work. The character of his fut- 
ure action is, in fact, being shaped now by 
group study and activities. 

The individual witness is an essential con- 
tribution to the politics of pacifism. In such 
a context, the personal refusal to participate 
in war is acutely relevant to the central 
problem: isolated from social philosophies, it 
may even be irresponsible) We cannot be 
eontent with merely gaining a measure of 
tolerance for conscientious objectors; as our 
purpose widens the neeg for corporate action 
becomes clear. 

The basis of such action is not yet evident 
to most pacifists, but a willingness to study 
and experiment in unorthodox methods of ye- 
sistance to tyranny, as the opportunities for 
democratic procedure decline, may prove to 
be a criterion of our political honesty. For 
the importance of pacifism today les in the 
contribution it has to make to the politics 
of freedom. 


a TR 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace 
News itself is necessarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Still 
lesa does the acceptance of sdvertiaementa 
imply endorsement of any views expressed or 
implied therein or PPU connection with the 
matter advertised). Contributions are we!- 
comed, though no payment ig made. They 
should be typewritten, if possible, and one 
side only of the paper should be used. They 
may not be returned unless a stamped 
addressed envelope is enclosed, nor can we 


undertake to acknowledge all correspondence 
owing to increased cost of postage, 


March 12, 1943 


PEACE NEW; 


WORDS OF PEACE — Ii1 


Retribution and 
Forgiveness 


HAT shall I do? What could 
I do, if I could find these 
criminals? I could not dave to 
take vengeance, for all things are so 
constructed and builded by the Divine 
hand that the sinner shall always 
escape, and he wha takes vengeance 
alone is the criminal of Providence. 
If F should dare to lay my finger on a 
gram of sand in way of vengeance, I 
punish the already punish’d. O whom 
should I pity, if I pity not the sinner 
who is gone astray? 
O Britain, if thou takest vengeance, 
af thou revengest thy wrongs, thou 
art for ever lost! What can I do to 


hinder the sons of Britain from 
taking vengeance? or how shall I 
them persuade? 

* * * 


Why should Punishment weave the 
veil with iron Wheels of War when 
Forgiveness might it weave with 
Wings of Cherubim? 

William Blake 
“Jerusalem” (pp. 31 and 32). 


i false 


REPLEXIONS 


FHEN we read, as we do con- 
stantly just now, that small 
country towns and villawes in 

the scuth of England are being bombed 
by isolated raiders and that there 
were only a few casualties, some 
houses destroyed, but nothing of im- 
portance touched, our eyes wander on 
to see if any important city has been 
raided with sensational damages. But 
the killed, hurt, and homeless in these 
quiet country snots very naturally 
regard it with a different sense of’ prv- 
portion, The entire absence of their 
being considered a military objective 
has given them, as it turned out, a 
sense of security. But the 
sufferings of a few, individually 
speaking, are of course just as great 
in a Village as in a. city, although it 
may not even be named or appear in 
the headline. We are not likely to 
know for many years the sum total of 
these less spectacular and almost 
ignored catastrophes. 


A Technical Action 

ys bombing, it must be remembered, 
the bomber, who is a_ highly 

skilled and carefully chosen tech- 

nician, has the whole of his attention 


COLLECTIVE THINKING 


PACIFISTS should take heart! 

Though counting heads makes us 
insignificant, we can, by deeper think- 
.ing, sympathetic understanding and 
clearer exposition wield an influence 
far out of proportion to our numbers. 
That does not mean we are called to 
hypnotize the masses by shallow pro- 
paganda; it is our job, by collective 
study, to do the nation’s thinking, 
and become indeed a “school of pro- 
phets” which no educated man can 
ignore. 

We are not without bias, but the 
bitterness of war has not had free 
course in us- If we have been pre 
served from this, it is surely in order 
that we might discover the truths by 
which our fellows may set themselves 
free and guide their own footsteps. 

Let us appoint ourselves “Brains 
Trust” to the nation. Let Head- 
quarters propound the problems to be 
solved, and divide out the work; let 
the groups each take a different 
fraction of the problem, attempting 
(with the aid of publie libraries, 
collective study, and much prayer) to 
arrive at solid truth—truth which 
every educated man (whatevey his 
label) will gratefully acknowledge- 

A group of people seeking and 
thinking together can discover far 
more than the same number of people 
seeking’ and thinking in separation— 
and we have a multitude of groups! 
What a tremendous opportunity con- 
fronts the PPU! Our mission is, 
first, to discover the truth by co- 
operative. methods, and secondly, to 
publish that truth. 

PPU can bring about a revolution 
by peaceful methods. Sir William 
Beveridge has shown us how. Let us 
out-Beveridge Beveridge! Here’s to 
the day when men that matter will 
eagerly discuss the latest “PPU. Re- 


port”! Mass Observation commands 
a wide public—why not Collective 
Thinking ? 


(Pastor) J. RIGBY 
35 Salisbury Rd. ~ 
Blandford, Dorset- 


The Pope’s. Stand 


With a good deal of sympathy I read in 
your Jan, 29 issue Alfred Jesse’s article, ‘‘The 
Pope’s Stand’’; but I would suggest that the 
subject of the Roman Catholic Church’s atti- 
tude to war is one needing caution in judg- 
ment. The pacific attitude of the present 
Pope to this war is clear enough; but was 
the Papal attitude to the Spanish war of 
Franco equally admirable? 

The fact seems to be that the Roman 
Church—naturally—views politics primarily 
from the point of view of the interests of the 
ecclesiastical body. Of course it prefers 
peace, both on grounds of expediency and on 
those of humanity: but it does not condemn 
‘war as such, and indeed (as in the Mediaeval 
Crusades) has often employed it in the cause 


of the Church. 
J. W. POYNTER 
64 Sotheby Rd., N.5, 


‘PACIFIST “CO-OP.” CANDIDATE 


Mr. J. M. Atkinson, a member of Green- 
ford PPU group and of the executive com- 
mittee of the Co-operative War Resisters' As- 
socation, is being nominated for the Manage- 
ment Committee of the London Co-operative 
Society. Pacifist members of the Society can 
help to ensure his election by voting for him 
in April, when polling will take place at the 
grocery shops in the Society’s area at times 
to be stated on bills in the shops. 


Letters to the Editor 


Owing to the large number of claims 
on our severely limited space, correspond- 
ents are urged to keep their letters very 
and preferably under 250 words. 


brief, 


LOGIC 


iN the Daily Herald of Feb. 5 I read 

in the “Stop Press” column: 
NAZIS PLANNED TO BOMB TEHERAN 

British Legation in Teheran yesterday 
opened Public Relations Bureau in the 
former Nazi headquarters. Strong air raid 
shelters were found beneath the house sug- 
gesting it was the German intention 
bomb. Teheran. (Reuter). 

I am a regular reader of Peace 
‘News and think that perhaps “Ob- 
server” may be tempted to comment 
on this. It suggests to me that we 
can assume that, since British troops 
will no doubt have built ‘air-raid 
shelters in Iceland, we can expect 
Britain to start.bombing that country, 
and because our troops carry gas- 
masks in Ireland, we tope to start 
dropping gas on Ireland. 


See what I mean? 


20 Westfield Av., 
Oakes, Huddersfield. 


to 


W. E. BRAY 


“Be Practical” 


Albert Leaper (PN, Feb. 26) says ‘““We must 
ne practical’, a sentiment with which few 
would disagree; but may I venture to remind 


him that the “we” in this 
bert Leaper. He also says “‘I 
ional Counei] put on its thinking cap and 


though’ out a puc.fist policy and programme.” 
Dare I suggest that being practical involves 
the study of all kinds of literature, and of 
PPU publications and Peace News in particu- 
lar; from hoth the latter he will see that 
National Council has on more than one oc- 
casion “put its thinking cap on” to very good 
purpose in regard to policy and programme. 


lf the powers that be, with ali the machin- 
ery of government and propaganda, at their 
disposal, are unable to produce a plan to deal 
with “the return to civil life of the disturbed 
millions’, it is difficult to see just what the 
PPU can do about it. Would I be in order in 
asking our friend for some really “practical” 
suggestions? I assure him National Council 


would welcome them. 
IDA HILLMAN 
105 Palmerston Rd., Boscombe, Bournemouth. 


_d heartily agree with the letter in Feb. 26 
issue of Peace News, headed “Be Practical’. 

In facing the problem of unemployment 
after the war, women should once again 
“rise to the occasion”, and gracefully walk 
out of their employment. Let the men who 
return from the services fill their places. I 
refer especialy to married women whose hus- 
bands return to civil life, or remain in the 
Navy or Air Force. 


This will mean sacrifice, chiefly of money 
but will give a speedy return to work for 
the men and the happiness of home life for 
both men and women. The scheme would take 
time, but it would be preventive re-adjustment, 


HORNSEY GROUPER 


A minute passed by Warwickshire Monthly 
Meeting of the Society of Friends on Feb. 13 
urges the Government “to take active meas- 
ures to facilitate the entrance of Jewish 
refugees to the countries of the British Em- 
pire’, and suggests that ‘‘to this end neutral 
Governments should be asked to afford transit 
facilities, decisions regarding settlement be- 
ing left til later.” 


concentrated on a target, that is to 
say a dot on his plan. He may just 
see the result in a puff of smoke, but 
he sees nothing of any human suffer- 
ing. The horror of his action is con- 
cealed from him. He is merely dis- 
charging a technical action. Although 
it must be acknowledged that in some 
of the above named village attacks 
the country lanes were raked by the 
machine guns of very low flying 
bombers. 


More Callousness 


Bt I find remarkable the way, not 

fear nor indifference but callous- 
ness has grown in the last three or 
four years- I hear people talking of 
casualties both small and also colossal 
as if human suffering was quite an 
irrelevant factor. 


Poor old Nobel thought the dis- 
covery of dynamite would put an end 
to war. I have come across people 
who think the certain higher develop- 
ment of the destructive power oat 
bombs will do this. I do not believe 
anything of the kind. The degrada- 
tion of human sensitiveness has gone 
far enough to show that there will be 
no limit to its readiness to accept 
every increase of cruel and devilish 
barbarity. 

“This is the twentieth century and 
they call this progress. What do you 
think?” asked a young motor mechanie 
in a garage the other day. I said “I 
don’t think.” I wish that was literally 
true. How nice it would be to shut 
off thinking at all for the duration! 


Let the P.P.U. 
“Rule ’”’ 


[’ reply to K. S. Sorabji’s letter, 

defending the People’s Common 
Law Parliament, may I say that in- 
stead of pacifists quarreling about the 
merits of the numerous non-pacifist 
bodies their efforts would be of greater 
value in building up tre PPU itselt. 


I would commend the closing words of 
Robert Pollard’s review of ‘‘Let the People 
Rule”: ‘‘Pacifists will do well to have no 
connection with it (the PCLP); the PPU 
needs their support and attention.” 

None of the older political parties are paci- 
fist, nor are Common Wealth, the British 
National Party, the PCLP, nor the multitude 
of other bodies that pacifists are supporting 
these days. 

The affirmations of the PPU imply that 
pacifism means the establishment of a new 
social and international order, Is it not time 
for the PPU itself to state clearly the sort 
of society it is striving for and so draw to- 
gether all its members for effective action in 
the cause of pacifism? 


Unity of this kind is surely to be preferred | 


to the present disunity in which pacifists give 
uneasy allegiance to these new and uncertain 
bodies whose aims are only partially acceptable 
to pacifists. ‘ 

RONALD HUZZARD 
20 Riversdale Rd., 


Beverley High Rd., Hull. 


Pacifism and _ Politics 


Have those contributors wha seek to imply 
that pacifists should be socialists stopped to 
consider what would be the position of CQs 
today if a Labour government had been in 
power in 1939? I feel quite sure that few 
if any of us would be outside of a prison at 
the present time. We can see the Socialist 
attitude in the various Registration for Em- 
ployment. Orders, particularly as they apply 
to women under the age for the armed forces, 
and the Firewatching Orders, which have no 
provision for conscientious objection. 

No doubt many of your readers, with gaze 
fixed very hard on Beveridge plans and so 
forth, will rush to tell me how misinformed 
I am, but I still earnestly believe that COs 
received much more generous treatment from 
the Chamberlain Government than we ever 
would from any of the so-called “progressives.” 

PACIFIST 
Woodford Bridge. 


Nationalism and Peace 


I would like to suggest that it is what 
mations quarrel about that demands most ur- 
gent study. Economic conflicts between States 
impose the greatest obstacles to peace and 
collaboration between peoples. Such_ things, 
therefore, as a sensible system of trading and 
a policy of self-sufficiency in food production. 
will not only be a big contr‘bution towards 
peace but also towards the conditions in 
which any larger federation of nations which 
might be desirable could come about. 


RONALD SUMMERS 
Winash, Albert Rd.. Clevedon, Somerset. 


Opus, No. 18 (White House, Miswell Lane, 
Tring, Herts; 9d.), is a worth-while number. 
Of particular interest is an article by Leslie 
Stubbings, ‘Basis for Tomorrow," in which 
he states admirably the fundamental prin- 
ciples of the community movement. More- 
over, it contains at least two good poems, by 
Nicolas Moore and Henry Treece. 


WHE basis of the Peace Pledge Union is 
the following pledge which is signed 

by each member: 
I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 
The address to which new signatures of 
2 pledge should be sent, ang from which 
her particulars may be obtained is: 
= * PPU HEADQUARTERS, *: 


: Dick Sheppard Hse., Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


‘The Development 
‘Secretary Reports 


PRCRING a recent visit to our 
~~ Western Area I had the privilege 
of addressing the annual meeting of 
the Swindon region. The active 
membership was stated to be 120, in 
four sub-groups; monthly public 
meetings have been Feld at which at- 
‘tenlances have sometimes reached 
300-400; help has been given by 
members to evacuees and refugees; 
and £55 has been forwarded to Area 
funds, during the course of the past 
year. 

How is it that some groups appear 
to have succeeded in turning their 
regular gatherings into something 
very much more than just a meeting 
while others seem to fail at this 
point? The London E.10 and E.11 
Group sent me their February News 
Letter, in which Matt. Inns discusses 
this very problem. 

The annual report of the Oswestry 
Group indicates a desire to increase 
the members’ knowledge and under- 
standing of the many problems facing 
mankind today and to foster and de- 
velop a sense of solidarity and fellow- 
ship. In order to achieve these ends 
the time at group meetings has been 


allotted as follows: 

The first half-hour for the reading of the 
Group Letter and the consideration of matters 
arising from it and from the various appeals 
and manifestoes or other more loca) concerns. 
Then, for a period of about twenty minutes. 
a member chosen at the previous meeting 
reads an extract from the Bible or some other 
great work of prose or poetry. After several 
minutes of silence, the evening’s talk and 
discussion follow for a further seventy min- 
utes or more. : 

Not being certain that this ar- 
rangement meets the needs of mem- 
bers, a questionnaire has been drawn 


up and circulated, and when the re- 


plies have been tabulated the group 
hopes to be in a better position to 
meet this problem. 

The news-letter of the Worcester 
Group also reveals that they are at- 
tempting a deliberate development of 
themselves as a group of “real paci- 
fists”. To further their ends the 
group has planned a programme of 
business, discussion, play-readings, 
music recitals and open meetings, for 
some months ahead. 

* * * 

I would like to hear from other 
groups how they plan their pro- 
grammes and meetings so that we can 
help each other with our experiences. 

If you feel that our actions bring 
disappointingly meagre results If 
would like to close by mentioning the 
recent experience of one- of our 
groups. An army officer, having been 
impressed by the meetings which he 
had attended, gave the group £25 
when leaving for service overseas, to 
be spent on one of the group’s social 
enterprises. The soldier trusted his 
pacifist friends to use his money to 


good purpose. Let us so use our own 
talents that we make an impression 
for good on the course of contempor- 
ary history. rv 

From Mar, 18 te 20 I shail be visiting 
groups in the North Wales Area. 


* ALBERT TOMLINSON 


Pinner and Hatch End Group on Mar. 7 had 
a discussion on “What's wrong with Prison?” 
Twenty members were present, among whom 
were seven who had served sentences of im- 
prisonment. Criticism centred on the con- 
ditions of medical attention and_ sanitary 


provision. K was decided to affiliate the 
group with the Prison Medica} Reform Asso- 
ciation. During the past year £24 has been 


raised for the N.W. London District Commit- 
tee Fund for COs. 


THE DEBATE IS OPEN! 


Let Geo. Ll. Davies, Laurence Housman, 
Stuart Morris, J, Middleton Murry, 
Reginald Reynolds, Alan Staniland, 
Roy Walker and Howard Whitten 
open your group discussion on: 


Non-Violence for the 
West? 


with the Symposium under that 
title now published at 7d. (post 
free 8d.) 


P.P.U, Bookshop, Dick Shepparg House, 
Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 
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PEACE NEWS 
Government Firmly Against 


Unconditional Release After 


24 yrs. 18B 


JY REDERICK H.-U. BOWMAN, the 
pacifist author and composer, and 
a supporter of the Duke of Bedford. 
was unconditionally released from 
detention under Regulation 18B last 
week. He had refused an offer of 
conditional release last July. since 
when he had twice been on hunger- 
strike and had been forcibly fed. . 

When I saw Mr. Bowman after his 
release (writes a Peace News repre- 
sentative) he was mystified. “I am 
exactly the same Mr. Bowman as I 
was in June, 1940, when I was 
arrested for possessing peace liter- 
ature,” he said. “If I was such a 
menace then, why am I at large 
today?” Either the Home Secretary 
had made a mistake (from the official 
viewpoint) in releasing him, or his 
release was an admission that an 
innocent man had been imprisoned. 

Mr. Bowman declared that he had 
never recanted his views and had 
warned the authorities that as soon as 
he was free he would do all he could 
to further them. 

Following the offer of release, on certain 
conditions last July. which Mr. Bowman re- 
jected, he made an attempt to get out of Brix- 
ton Prison disguised as a clergyman. His 
abject was to reach the House of Commons in 
order to make a public protest. But the at- 
tempt failed, and Mr. Bowman was punished 
with 9 days' bread-and-water and solitary con- 
finement; during this period he went on his 
first hunger-strike. 

For a later offence against prison regula- 
tions he was sentenced to a further period of 
punishment, and, on hunger-striking again, was 
forcibly fed, though he maintains that he 
was prepared to take voluntarily the Hquid 
used for this. He refused, however, to promise 
to take the punishment diet he had been 
ordered. The forcible feeding left him in a 
etate of physical and nervous collapse, and 
led to protests to the prison authorities by 
other detainees. 


NEWS OF 6.0.5 


Mr. Bevin, asked in Parliament on Feb. 18 
whether he had now considered making ar- 
rangements for the police to be instructed to 
see that COs put in full hours in employment 
to which they were directed, replied that he 
did not regard police supervision as necessary 
or appropriate. His questioner, Wing-Com- 
mander James, went on: ‘‘When tltere are 
local complaints about a man exempted from 
service and directed to work of national im- 
portance not keeping time, would the Min- 
ister wish the local tribunal to report the 
matter to him?” Mr. Bevin replied, ‘‘Cer- 
tainly.” « 


The appointment by the town council as 
ARP organizer and training officer of the 
borough of a 24-year-old conscientious ob- 
jector, Mr. E. B. Christie, has roused strong 
protest*from Stafford wardens, although it was 
stated, when the council approved the choice, 
that Mr. Christie’s personal courage “‘could not 
be questioned” {reported the Evening Stand- 


ard), 


DR. ALEX WOOD 


at St. Margaret’s, Lothbury, E.C.2 (Vestry) 
on Fri., Mar. 12 at 1.15 p.m. 
“Pacifist Objectives” 
at Friends Meeting House, Leicester Rd., 
New Barnet, on Fri., Mar. 12 at 7.30 
“Relief for Occupied Europe” 
at Labour Club, 57 Church Rd., Richmond, 
on Sun., Mar. 14 at 3 p.m. 
“Pacifist Objectives” 
London Area P.P.U. 


WILFRED WELLOCK 


“WHAT ARE WE HEADING FOR” 
public meetings at 8 Endsleigh Gdns., W.C.1 
(basement) on Fri., Mar. 19. at 1.15 p.m. 
260 Streatham High Rd., (Dick Sheppard 
Centre) on Fri., Mar. 19 at 7.30 p.m. 
Friends Meeting Room, 49 Uxbridge Rd., W.5 

‘ on Sat., Mar. 20 at 7 p.m. 


“The future—signs and portents”. A public 
meeting at Friends Meeting House, York Rd. 
(off Belmont Rd.), Uxbridge, on Sun. Mar. 
21 at 3 p.m. 


A conference at Friends Meeting Room, 


Uxbridge Rd., W.5, on Sat., Mar. 20 at 3 
“Signs and Portents—jheir call to 


es IN LONDON 


LONDON REGIONAL BOARD FOR C.0.s 


REUNION SOCIAL 


FRIENDS HOUSE, Euston Road 
Sat., Mar. 20, 3.30—9 p.m. 


Sh@rt Address: 
sp BRAINS 


FENNER = fho5t 
BROCKWAY .oumunrry 


Chairman SINGING 
C.B.C.O. 


LIGHT 
MUSIC 


STUMP 
SPEECHES 


An 
opportunity for social intercourse, 


Admission Free 


informal programme providing maximum 


Collection 


At ua wardens’ group meeting last night 
(Feb, 25) a resolution of protest was passed 
and will be sent to the Chief Warden. It 
stated that the wardens have decided not to 
take orders from Mr. Christie or work with 
him at any time, and that if the appointment 
was allowed to stand, the senior wardens 
would revert to the rank of ordinary wardens, 

When registered as a conscientious objector 
Mr. Christie was direeted to take up Civil 
Defence work. 


WOMEN SENTENCED 


Miss Theobald, an Ilford member of the 
PPU, was fined £2 at Stratford police court 
on Feb. 24 for failure to register for civil de- 
fence duties. She was given a fortnight in 
which to pay. Mr. Gordon Muirhead, who 
represented her, said she suffered from tuber- 
culosis. 

Another I/ford member, Mrs. Barbara Roads, 
was sent to prison for one month on refusing 
to pay a £5 fine imposed for a similar offence, 


Three sisters, Cicely, Lilian, and Rachel 
Dungey, who own a cafe in Camberley (Sur- 
rey), each chose the alternative of one month’s 
imprisonment rather than pay a £5 fine im- 
posed on each of them at Camberley on Mar. 
4 for failing to train for firewatch duties (ac- 
cording to the News Chronicle), 

Ann S. Chalkley, of Kensington, described 
as an actress, was reported by the Star (Mar. 
2) to have been registered as a CO by the 
Fulham tribunal on condition that she con- 
tinues her work “in serious drama” or, if 
that work ends, does hospital, Civil Defence, 
or land work. She said she “had no con- 
scientious objection to doing hospital work. 
but thought she was doing work of national 
importance.” 


* * * 


“Because my conscience compels me to obey 
a higher law than this I cannot plead.’ 

This (according to the Gloucester Citizen) 
was the reply of Thomas Henry Carlisle (22), 
gardener (of the Gloucester Land Scheme), 
at Gloucester City Quarter Sessions on Tues- 
day (Feb. 28), when asked if he were guilty 
or not guilty of the offence of failing to sub- 
mit himself for medical examination under the 
National Service Act in aécordance with an 
order of the magistrates sitting at Gloucester 
City police court on Feb. 16. 

.The Recorder (Mr. Raglan Somerset) 
directed that a plea of not guilty should be 
entered. The jury found him guilty and he 
was sent to prison for nine months with hard 
labour. 


The latest date by which signatures are 
sought for the Armistice resolution to be put 
before the London Co-operative Society (re- 
ported ir, PN last week) has now been ex- 
tended to Mar. 20. 


CLASS 


ACCOMMODATION 

BACHELOR (33), anti-war, would be glad 
of occasional accommodation, London district. 
Box 784 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

FOR ALL properties to be let or sola in 
N.W. London and Districts, apply to McCraith 
and Brooks, Auctioneera and Surveyors, 44 
Market Place, N.W.11. (Speedwell) 9888, 8 
lines), who will give apecial attention to the 
requirements of pacifists. 

ONE ROOM CHALET, 15s. WEEKLY y 
Single Berth Caravan, 10s. weekly. Both 
main water, plot of land; peaceful situation, 
minute Newton-Totnes Road. Crocker, 
Biltor, Ipplepen. 

WANTED YO RENT, by married C.O. doing 
hospital work N. London, smal! house or 
ground-floor flat with garden. Two children, 
Box 687 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


EDUCATIONAL 

BURGESS HILL School, Redhurst, Cran- 
leigh, Surrey. Co-ed, 5—14. High standard 
in academic subjects, arts, and music. Eggs, 
honey, fruit, vegetables. 

FIND RECREATION and new power to 
serve through speaking and. writing. Corre- 
spondence (also visit) lessons 6s., classes 
1s. 6d. Dorothy Matthews, B.A., 32 Primrose 
Hill Rd., London, N.W.3. 

THROUGH FREEDOM a child needs to 
lezrn “the 3 R’s”--self-reliance, self-restraint, 
self-realization. Freemount School, Bacton, 
Hereford—a progressive home-school from 6 
years. Mrs. K. P. Young and Mr. P. §&. 
Young, B.A. ‘ 

FOR SALE & WANTED 

LADY’S excellent quality ring, imitation 
rubies, 22s. 6d. Wanted books, anything, ex- 
change pictures. Box 779 PN, 3 Blackstock 


Rd., N.4. 
LAND & COMMUNITY 


C.0., 30, 2 years experience and small capi- 
tal, desires become active partner to pacifist 
possessing market garden near London, Box 
786 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


LITERATURE, &c. 
QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
Tespecting the Faith and Practice of the 
Retigious Society of Friends, free on upplica- 
tion tno the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Road. London, N.W.1, 


il 
LLANTHONY BROTHERS 


(An Interdenominational Brotherhood) 


CALLING ALL 
: CHRISTIANS : 


The Easter Retreat will be held from 


TUESDAY, APRIL 12 TO TUESDAY, MAY 4 


DAILY SERVICES 
DISCUSSION GROUPS 


Cape] y Ffin is situated amid glorious scenery 


in the Welsh Mountains. 
Terms 30s. per week. 


Please apply to Fr. David, Lianthony Abbey, 


Capel y Ffin. Abergavenny, Mon. 


NDICATIONS that the Ministry of 
Economic Warfare are “digging 
in” on Food Relief are given in 

a statement of what is called “the 
official British attitude” published in 
the M. Guardian, Mar. 6. This 


remains unchanged by the special] pleas en- 
tered for individual countries or for groups 
of the populations. It is, broadly, that such 
supplies ‘could hardly fail to benefit the 
enemy, 


The usual objections are reiterated 
against relief, but the following point 
is made: 

The Germans have. in fact, 
quantities of grain, sugar. and fats into 
certain of the occupied countries. They 
have not necessarily come from Germany’s 
own stocks, but Germany might have 
profited but for having to allow for the 
needs of her victims. Similar objections 
are made to schemes of relief for children 
as for adults. 


In the same issue the M, Guardian 
refutes this argument in a leading 
article called ‘‘Pedantry or Facts”, 
which says: “The reply to these ov- 
jections is that these things haven’t 
happened in any of the three cases.” 


WHAT ARE THE RISKS? 


Commenting on the risks, which, in 
the Government view, the granting 
of relief would entail, the leader con- 
cludes: 

On the other hand, what risks do we run 
by refusing? We shalt cause disease and 
misery; we shall promote the disintegration 
of the peoples on whose help we count when 
we invade the Continent, and we shall be 
remembered afterwards as the people who 
deprived the children of Belgium and France 
of the relief they had been receiving. 


The news that the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury (Dr. Temple) “‘has publicly issued a plea 
to the British Government to permit and 
facilitate a limited feeding programme for 
children in. some of the German-occupied 
countries of Europe” was “disclosed by the 
Rev, Henry St. George Tucker, President of 
the Federal Council of Churches,” of USA, in 
New York and published in this country by 
the Evening ‘News on Mar. 8! 

The views on relief of Gen, de 
Gaulle and Admiral William Leahy, 
hitherto unknown in this country, are 
contained in a new pamphlet pub- 


allowed 


March 12, '943 


Food Relief 


cil which has just arrived in this 
country. 

In June 1942 the Co-ordinating Council of 
French Relief Socielies who were raising funds 
for the relief work of the American Friends 
received a telegram of support from Gen, de 
Gaulle. Admiral Leahy wrote on July 21, 
1942 shortly after his return to USA from 


his Ambassadorship in France, supporting re- 


-lief and declaring that he was in agreement 


with the statement “that it can be done with- 
out giving any aid whatever to our enemies”. 


The same pamphlet quotes “News from 
Belgium”, the official publication of the Bel- 
gian Information Centre in New York, as 
writing on Nov. 21, 1942: “It has been said 
that those inside Belgium do not want food 
sent to them for fear thait the Germans might 
take away part of it. There is no truth jin 
such a statement.” 


LOCAL ACTIVITY 


From the §, London suburbs comes news of 
new activity. The Streatham News (Feb, 19) 
expressed its hope that the local MP “will 
take deep notice of the influentially signed 
letter on page 3 of this issue, asking that all 
possible efforts will be put forward energetic- 
ally and wholeheartedly to send food to starv- 
ing Belgium. The difficulties are admitted 
and obvious. But spirited and enterprising 
action ean overcome many of them. It was 
so in regard to heroic Greece.” 


The Belgian Information Office (Inbel) of 
25 Eaton Place, London, S.W.1., have pub- 
lished an illustrated booklet called ‘Our Daily 
Bread” in which the need for ‘2,000 or 3,000 
tons of foodstuffs a month” is, cogently ar- 
gued. “It has been shown,” says the writer, 
“that aid for stricken Belgium can be pro- 
vided, without impeding the conduct of the 
war, sinee the Red Cross have furnished Bel- 
gium for imonths with small quantities of 
relief supplies purchased in Portugal and im- 
partially distributed by a Imixed committee of 
Belgians among the destitute. This relief has 
entailed mo reduction in the rations allowed 
by the occupying Power.” 


_ Prof. Cammaerts reiterates in the M. Guard- 
ian (Feb, 20) “that nothing has yet been done 
for the children of Belgium, who are the worst 
affected as far as the Western countries are 
concerned,”’ and asserts that “It would indeed 
be a tragedy if the work undertaken by Dr. 
Kershner should be interrupted at this stage, 
but it would be as deplorable if the request 
made by the Belgian Prime Minister to the 
British Government to obtain navicerts in 
order to send to occupied Belgium under the 
control of the International Reg Cross, a 
few hundred tons of medical supplies and 
concentrated foods were to be rejected.” 


lished by the Post-War World Coun- 


IFIED ADVERTISEMENTS — 


HARGES: 2d. per word, minimum 2a, 6d. 
C (Box No. 6d. extra). 


ASH must accompany copy, 
series boekings. 

| iets TIME for copy to be received: 

MONDAY. Please type copy separately 

from your letter, but add name and address. 


DISPLAYED ADVTS. 


AXIMUM space allowed: 8 column-inches. 
LATEST TIME for copy: FRIDAY. 


except for 


MEETINGS, &c. 


DEVON AND CORNWALL Area A.G.M. 
on Sat., Mar. 18, 1943, in George’s Unitar- 
jan Church, South St., Exeter. Business Meet- 
ing for all members of P.P.U. in Area at 3.15 
p.m,, followed by tea at 5.30 p.m, and informal 
social evening, 

EXHIBITION of Pictures by C.0.8 March 
18-24 incl. Weekdays, 7-9 p.m. Sat., Sun., 
2.30-5.30 p.m. at 97 Sandycombe Rd., Rich- 
mond, Surrey, on 90 bus route. Admission 
Free, 

LUNCH HOUR Address at Friends House, 
Euston Rd., N.W.I, Mar. 16, at 1.20 pm, “A 
National Policy for Industry.” Edmund H. 


Gilpin. 

RACIAL PROBLEMS by Robert Adams, 
(negro actor in Sybil Thorndike’s present 
play) at 16 Queen Anne's Gate, SW.1. Mon., 
Mar. 15, 6.30 p.m. Dorothy Evans, Organ- 
izer, Women for Westminster. Admission 1s. 

SATURDAY, Mar. 20, 3 p.m., Kingsway 
Hall (Lecture Hail), Methodist Pence Fellow- 
ship Rally. Rev. Dr. D. O. Soper, Rev, Henry 
Carter, "What Shall We Think and Do?” 


SUDBURY. SUFFOLK. Dr. Alex Wood 
speaking at Friends Meeting House, Friar St., 
Sat., Mar. 20, 3 p.m., Subject ‘Pacifist Ob- 
jectives, Immediate and Ultimate’. Are you 
interested? You are invited. 

SYBIL THORNDIKE in scenes from Shaw’s 
“Saint Joan”, Caxton Hall, Tues., Mar, 16, 
at 6.30 p.m. Dorothy Evans, organizer, Wo- 
men for Westminster. Admission 1s. 


PERSONAL 


ACORN Stamp Exchange Club requires buy- 
ing and selling members. Details Forster, 
High St., Waterbeach, Cambs. 

778 PN. 3 Blackstock Rd._ N.4. 

INTRODUCTIONS by post between pacifists. 
progressives, and other PN readers. Proftta 
for Peace. Stamp brings particulars. Box 654 
PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

PACIFIST LAND WORKER expecting move 
shortly Brighton, desires contact ascertain 
conditions etc. Either with Sussex W.A.C. or 
farmers. Postage refunded. Box 775 PN, 3 
Blackstock Rd., N.4, 


A 
Printers of ‘‘Peace Newa’’ 


CLIFFORD PRINTING CO. (t.u.) 


VICTORIA WORKS, 12b MANOR RD, 
LONDON, N.18. 
have facilities to print one or two more 
weekly, monthly or quarterly newspapers. 
booklets, magazines, bulletins, ete. 


Quotations on Application. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


A VACANCY for woman C.O. arises in con- 
nection with a small hostel for boys run by 
C.0. couple .in the country three miles from 
Hitchin, Herts. Box 777 PN, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4. 

ACTORS (male) required for work in Shake- 
speare; fullatime ; equalized salaries, Communi- 
cate, stating age, experience (if any), and 
position in regard: military or national gervice, 
with the Director, The Adelphi Playera, Play- 
house, I[kley, Yorks. 

ADAPTABLE MAN (or man-and-wife) 
wanted by Dr. Gilbert’s Health Foods Ltd., 
Grantham. . 

HEYS FARM Guest House. Wanted at 
once, good helper for bedroom and dining 
room work. Permanent or until October. 
Apply Wardens, West Bradford in Ribbles- ' 
dale, nr. Clitheroe, Yorks. 

WOULD ANY_ woman, young or old, con- 
sider helping in Cornish Farmhouse? No mod. 
cons. and plenty of work, Employer more or 
dene a fe eee Box 783 PN, 8 Blackstock 

« N.4. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


C.O., qualified teacher, seeks vegetable gar- 
dening post, preferably with progressive school. 
Wife willing to do domestic, secretarial, or 
garden work. H. Burnip, 7 Hardy Ter., Crook, 
Co. Durham. 

C.0., 25, SEEKS farm or market garden 
work. .8 years comprehensive experience. 
Home Counties preferred. Box. 782 PN, 38 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

C.0. (27). SINGLE, public school, 2 years 
market gardening, secretarial work, type (own 
typewriter) handyman, supervision, unfit 
heavy work, Leicester preferred but not essen- 
tial. Box 785 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

EXPERIENCED _ shorthand-typist desires 
secretarial post. Box 781 PN, 8 Blackstock - 
Rd., N.4. 

MARKET GARDENER requires situation, 8 
years experience. Box 780 PN, 3 Blackstock 
Ra, N.4. 

STUDENT (B.Sc. Econ), exempt, teaching, - 
business, gardening experience, Wife B.A. 
(sociology), social research, secretarial, and 
school housemothering experience, seek work, 
preferably of progressive social nature. Box 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food neform Yew 
etarian Guest House for happy koilday o» 
restful recuperation; all mcdern comforts 
A. and K. 3. Ludlow, The Briara, Crich, Mat 
lock. (Station: Ambergate: Tel, Ambergate 
44) 

WYH VALLEY. Guest House in own park 
of 150 acres. Vegetarians and others catered 
Ae from £2 173. 6d. “‘Lindora”, St. Briavels 
loa. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


GROUP MEDITATION (London), Yoga 
and Heard-Huxley theories. Active propon- 
ents, write Bragg, Merville, 106 Tulse Hill 
S.w.2 

WHO KNOWS of the signs of Agni Yoga? 
Box 776 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


Published from 8 Blackstock Rd., London N.¢ 
by “Peace News” Ltd. Printed by Clifford 
Printing Co., ‘T.U.) London N16. 


